The concept of property is integral to personal and societal development, yet understanding of the cognitive basis of ownership is limited. Objects are the most basic form of property, so our physical interactions with owned objects may elucidate nuanced aspects of ownership. We gave participants a coffee mug to decorate, use and keep. The experimenter also designed a mug of her own. In Experiment 1, participants performed natural lifting actions with each mug. Participants lifted the Experimenter's mug with greater care, and moved it slightly more towards the Experimenter, while they lifted their own mug more forcefully and drew it closer to their own body. In Experiment 2, participants responded to stimuli presented on the mug handles in a computer-based stimulus-response compatibility task. Overall, participants were faster to respond in trials in which the handles were facing in the same direction as the response location compared to when the handles were facing away. The compatibility effect was abolished, however, for the Experimenter's mug -as if the action system is blind to the potential for action towards another person's property. These findings demonstrate that knowledge of the ownership status of objects influences visuomotor processing in subtle and revealing ways.
Introduction
''Men would live exceedingly quiet if these two words, mine and thine were taken away.'' Anaxagoras (500 BC-428 BC)
The concept of ownership has been incredibly important to humans for thousands of years. Possessions are an integral part of self identity (Belk, 1988; Dittmar, 1992) ; we spend much of our time and resources acquiring and avoiding the loss of our things. Moreover, at a societal level, the management of property is an organising principle of government and law enforcement. The concept of ownership and private property can be highly variable at a societal level; what one society recognises as being important property might not be recognised in another (Etzioni, 1991) . Hence, the development of culture is linked intrinsically to how property is managed (e.g. Maddux et al., 2010; Mehta & Belk, 1991) . Given the importance western society places on private property, possessions, and ownership, it is no surprise that ownership has been studied in a range of disciplines. To date investigations into ownership in the cognitive sciences have focused on select phenomena associated with modelling economic markets and valuation judgements (Beggan, 1992; Kahneman, Knetsch, & Thaler, 1990; Thaler, 1980) . Here, we draw on the idea that higher-level processes and cognitive abstractions may be linked to perception and action, and propose that the visuomotor system responds differently to our own property compared with objects owned by other individuals.
Self-owned property
Research has focused primarily on property in the first person -how does one represent one's own property? For example, work in behavioural economics reveals that we place greater value on objects once we are given
